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FACULTIES OF ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE
B.A./B.Com./B.Sc. I Year Examination, March/April 2011
GENERAL ENGLISH
Paper I

Time : 22 Hours] [Max. Marks : 75
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Part I — (Marks: 30)
Answer any two of the following questions in about 100 words each: 2x5=10

1. What is the chief argument of Will and Ariel Durant regarding progress of
humankind?

2. What are normal investments? How is Cronin’s investment different?
3. What, according to Dr. Ambedkar, is the state of democracy in India?

4. What kind of America does Martin Luther King envisage in his speech ‘I Have a
Dream’?

Answer any two of the following questions in about 100 words each: 2x5=10

1. What are the poet’s views on the “The Unknown citizen” and the “state” that
honours him?

2. Describe how Tagore wishes to use his strength for self- improvement and for
the improvement of others.

3. Describe the Speaker’s experience of homecoming.
4. Attempt a character sketch of the Speaker in ‘Telephone Conversation’.

Answer any one of the following questions in about 200 words each: 1x10=10
1. How did the absence of clocks impact the town?
2. Describe the dream encounter between Uncle James and Philip.

Part II — (Marks :15)
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 1x%6;=b

“Ladies and gentlemen,” he said, “I will present to you, in conclusion, the famous
Japanese trick recently invented by the natives of Tipperary. Will you, sir,”
he continued turning toward the Quick Man, “Will you kindly hand me your gold watch?”

It was passed to him.

“Have I your permission to put it into this mortar and pound it to pieces?” he asked
savagely.

The Quick Man nodded and smiled.
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The conjurer threw the watch into the mortar and grasped a sledge hammer from
the table. There was a sound of violent smashing, “He’s-slipped-it-up-his-sleeve,”
whispered the Quick Man.

1. Who is addressing the ladies and gentlemen?

2. Who invented the famous Japanese trick?

3. What is the Quick Man asked to hand over?

4. What does the conjurer seek permission for?

5. What did the conjurer do with the watch?

Read the following lines and answer the questions that follow: 5x1=5

The sea is calm to-night.

The tide is full, the moon lies fair

Upon the straits; on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand;
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!

1. How is the sea?

2. What is the meaning of ‘tranquil™?

3. Whom does the poet call to the window?

4. What is described as ‘sweet’?

5. Name the poet.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 5x1=5

The boy laughed and ran down the path. A parrot suddenly screeched, flew low over
his head, a flash of red and green. It took the course of the path, and the boy
followed its dipping flight, running until the path rose and the bird disappeared
amongst the trees.

A trickle of water came from the hillside, and the boy stopped to drink. The water
was cold and sharp but very refreshing. However, it seemed to have the effect of
making him more thirsty. The sun was striking his side of the hill, and the dusty
path became hotter, the stones scorching the boy’s feet. He was sure he had gone
half way: he had walked for over an hour.

1. What colour was the parrot?

Who did the boy follow?

Where did the trickle from?

Why did the boy stop?

How long did the boy walk?
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Part III — (Marks : 30)

Fill in the blanks with synonyms of the words given in brackets: 2
(a) The animal was too (weak) to walk.
(b) His efforts proved to be (fruitless).
Fill in the blanks with antonyms of the words given in brackets: 2
Was he (sad)? Was he (slavish)?
Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate homonym given after each blank: 2
He did not (sea/see) her but he (heard/herd) her.
Match the following idioms and phrases: 2
(a) hand in glove (1) attend a function or meeting
(b) show up (2) rise up

(8) full of

(4) inunderstanding with somebody; a secret deal
Write one word substitutes for the following definitions: 2

(a) One who indulges in flattery.
(b) Infamous.

Rewrite the following sentences after making necessary corrections: 4
(a) Ihad visited London last year.

(b) He walks rather fastly.

(c) The Earth is moving round the Sun.

(d) The captain with his team are in the field.

Fill in the blanks with suitable articles or prepositions: 4
He told me that this had been their first visit America. It was not entirely
holiday trip. They had been making tour New England states.

Fill in the blanks with the correct tense form of the verbs given in brackets:
Last week I (go) to watch a movie.There I (meet) an old friend of mine. 2

L. Read the following jumbled sentences and arrange them in a logical manner to

form a paragraph. The first and last sentences of the passage are given at the

beginning. 5

(S1) I was determined to settle down. I looked about me.

(S6) I was a down to earth man in a practical world.

A. 1 didn’t have much money to go to technical school or university. Also,
I didn’t rate schools high.

B. But how to become a plumber.
[PIE.©;
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C. One thing was definite — unskilled labour didn’t pay, I must learn a trade

and [ was decided on plumbing.

D. The need for plumbers was constantly growing.
g

Do a mind map on the topic ‘SELF_DISCIPLINE’ based on the sample given above.

§ B8

Make notes from the passage given below: 5

Taking an examination is a time of worry, and you will be tempted to go
rushing ahead without proper care. The most important point is that careful
preparation at the beginning of an examination is absolutely necessary. Do
not start answering the questions until you are quite clear what you must
to do. First read the instructions carefully. Every year thousands of students
are told to do this. Every year many of them fail to do so. Decide now that
youwill not be one of those students who fail because they do not read the
instructions. Next, when you are sure about the instructions, read through

the questions and, if there is a choice, mark those questions which you can

do best. Select the easy questions, not the hard ones. Then plan your answers.
In an examination you should make the headings first and expand them
into a proper answer. Make sure you answer the question which is asked
and therefore read the questions carefully. Write legibly. Also use clear
headings and sub-headings. Finally revise your answers. You should finish
a little before time and read over your answers. There will probably be
several mistakes which you have made because you were hurrying. Find
them and correct them neatly.

Or

Imagine yourself as an interviewer, interviewing the candidate for the post
of Marketing Executive.

Write a dialogue of five exchanges (excluding the given exchange) between
the interviewer and the candidate.

Candidate: May I come in Sir?
Interviewer: Yes, please come in.
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B.A./B.Com./B.Sc. I Year (Regular, 0.U.S. & CDE) Examination,
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SANSKRIT
Paper I
(Second Language)
(Poetry, Prose and Grammar)

Time : 3 Hours] [Max. Marks : 100
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